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PLASTIC FILM LAMINATE TAPE 



la response to the advisory action dated October 7 7 2003, applicants are filing a 
Request for Continued Prosecution application so that their amendment and rule 132 
declaration filed September 5, 2003 will be entered to place the application in condition for 
allowance. 

In addition, the following comments are presented in response to the Examiner's 
remarks in paragraph 2 of the NOTE attached to the advisory acton The Examiner appears 
to ignore claim language in an attempt to justify the validity of the rejections made in the final 
office action. The present claims recite that the laminate includes "a water-impermeable 
oriented plastic film layer having a first corona-discharge treated surface, wherein the first 
corona-discharge treated surface is adhesively cold laminated to the paper layer" The corona- 
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discharge treated surface is a product recitation. It is achieved by the application of energy, 
such as a corona discbarge, to the surface of the plastic film to increase jis energy and dynes 
so that the surface will accept and receive adhesives and bond to others substrates. As the 
stalled artisan knows that such surface treatments dissipate over time, the condition of the film 
surface must be treated as noted when adhesively cold laminated to the paper layer A plastic 
surface that is not energized such as by the claimed corona discharge treatment cannot be 
bonded to other substrates with confidence, with poor bonding occurring occasionally or 
often, depending upon the surface condition of the film 

The product-by-process features of the presently claimed laminate are further disclosed 
by applicant's explanation of the cold lamination process and by the Rule 132 declaration of 
Dr. Finestone. These clearly set fortfi the conditions for obtaining the current components of 
the laminate and both the record and the claims are clear as to what is intended. 

The Examiner's correction of the number of the Ohno et aJ. parent ("Ohno") is 
appreciated. That is the document to which the applicants' comments were directed, and the 
reference to the incorrect patent number was inadvertent Applicants again emphasise, both 
here and in Dr- f iuestone's declaration, that ihe Ohno parent clearly is non-analogous art 
Ohno is directed to a multi-layer tape product that includes two plastic films and a fabnc layer 
The plastic layers are adhered to the fabric base by heating the films to over 300°C and then 
extrusion laminating the heated film to the fabric base After forowng the laminate, a pressure 
sensitive adhesive is applied to the outer exposed surface of the fabric or one of the plastic 
layers. While Ohno does disclose The use of a corona discharge treatment, it is only onto the 
fabric base or onto a non-oriented plastic layer. Furthermore, in Ohno, it is the fabric layer, 
rather than the plasric layer, thai provides strength to the laminate If the plastic films 
provided strength, then the resulting laminates would be stiff and not have the necessary feel 
to imitate a fabric. The resulting tape is not stiff but also lacks strength and is "not usable for 
applications. . [such as] for binding packages " {see column 1 line 3S to column 1 line 41)- 
Ajso, in each case where a plastic layer is used, it is heated as noted above and then subjected 
to extrusion calendaring for adherence to the fabric base to form the laminate Thus, the 
plastic layer cannot be stretched and oriented in the Ohno laminates because the heating step 
would deletcriously affect the strength properties of such an oriented film or layer. Moreover, 
even if the plastic layer is somehow stretched while hot, it would likely shrink while cooling to 
cause warpage in the final laminate Thw cannot be tolerated in the product of the present 
invention. Thus, Ohno does not disclose cold lamination with a water based adhesive, nor 
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does not remedy any of the deficiencies of The cited Williams et al. parents For This reason 
alone, the obviousness rejection has been overcome and should be withdraw* 

The Examiner's comments on paragraph 4 of Or. Finestone's declaration are not 
understood The present specification teaches the skilled artisan the details for carrying out a 
cold lamination process and the product features of the components of the laminate &e recited 
the claims. Specifically, the teaching that the plastic film is oriented to increase its strength is 
reflected by the claim language that rccttes "an oriented plastic film layer" That the plastic filmi$ 
energized prior to application of adhesive thereto is reflected by the claim language that recites 
"plastic film layer having a first corona-discharge treated surface" As noted above, skilled 
artisans know that a corona discharge treated surface increases the energy of the surface by 
increasing its dynes (see, e g., US patent 5,244,702) Finally, xhv declaration statement thai a 
water-based adhesive is applied to the energized surface of the film is reflected in the claim 
language that ,T the first corona-discharge treated surface is adhesively cold laminated to the paper 
layer" As noted above, the adhesive must contact the treated surface of the film when being 
joined to the paper layer. Also, applicants are aware of no rule that requires a rule 132 
declaration to use the e?tact same language as the clasms when the declaration contains statements 
that clearly explain the same principles that are defined by the claim terms. 

Applicants appreciate the Examiner's comments that the declaration "may prove 
promising" to applicants Application maintain that the enure application is now in condition 
of allowance, early notice of which would be appreciated Should the Examiner nor agree 
with the Applicants' position, then a telephonic interview is respectfully requested pnor to 
further office actions so that any remaining issues can be discussed and resolved to expedite 
the eventual allowance of this application The Examiner's cooperation on this point would be 
appreciated, as applicants are ready and willing to further explain the invention and its 
differences over the art as necessary. 
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